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TODAY’S WORSHIP FOCUS 

Christ rules all things for his Church. In the early 700s A.D., there lived an 

English churchman known as the Venerable Bede. He was a great teacher, the 

man who divided history into A.D. and B.C., the first great historian of the 

English language and a devout man of God. On May 25, 735 A.D., the Eve of 

Ascension, Bede finished his translation of the Gospel of St. John into Old 

English. Then, on the day of Ascension, he died. From his deathbed, he spoke 

the words that have become the Prayer of the Day on Ascension. This beautiful 

prayer sets the tone for the day, beginning with a note of triumph and ending 

with a supplication for the Spirit and his work. 

WISCONSIN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN SYNOD 

The precepts of the LORD are right, 

giving joy to the heart. 

The commands of the LORD are radiant, 

giving light to the eyes. 

Psalm 19:8 

Worship Information 

Welcome to worship at Good Shepherd’s Lutheran Church.  

 If your child becomes restless while sitting with you during the service, we 

have a room on the lower level. Ask an usher if you need assistance.  

 If you are hearing impaired, we are equipped with an audio induction loop 

assistive listening system. Please switch your hearing aid to “T” or request 

assistance from an usher.  
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OPENING HYMN                                                                   

 170 | Draw Us to Thee 

. 
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 PLEASE STAND 

 
INVOCATION 

Minister: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

 the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation: Amen. 

M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with 

humble and penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our 

sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, 

and that I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and 

actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 

good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 

eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my 

Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given 

his only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as 

a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C:   Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

The invocation 

and greeting  

(from 

2 Corinthians 

13:14) remind 

us that we 

gather before 

our Triune God 

who is eager 

to bless us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Lutheran 

Confessions say, 

“Absolution, or 

the Power of the 

Keys, is an aid 

against sin and a 

consolation for a 

bad conscience; 

it is ordained 

by Christ in 

the Gospel. 

(Matthew 16:19)

Therefore, 

Confession and 

Absolution should 

by no means be 

abolished in 

the Church.” 

(Smalcald 

Articles, 

Article VIII:1) 
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LORD, HAVE MERCY - Kyrie
 

M: For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts 

with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

 

 

 

 

 

M: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from 

your love and for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of 

Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 

M: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for 

those who offer here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O 

Lord. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

M: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your 

power and keep us in your tender care: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every prayer is 

based on God’s 

mercy! This type 

of prayer serves 

as an excellent 

model for all our 

prayers. God 

hears us, not 

because we have 

earned anything, 

but because he 

is merciful and 

grants our 

requests. 

 

 

In other orders 

of service we use 

the Kyrie in a 

penitential way. 

Here it is used 

as a general 

prayer for God’s 

merciful help. 
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M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy 

of praise. 

O LORD, OUR LORD                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Note how this 

song of praise 

focuses on what 

God has done for 

us. True worship 

sees more than 

just the fact that 

God is great; true 

worship sees that 

God is gracious 

and has saved 

us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

M: Let us pray. 

 Lord Jesus, King of glory, on this day you ascended far above the 

heavens and at God’s right hand you rule the nations. Leave us 

not alone, we pray, but grant us the Spirit of truth that at your 

command and by your power we may be your witnesses in all the 

world; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever.  

  

 

 

 
 PLEASE BE SEATED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As noted earlier 

in the worship 

folder, this 

prayer was 

written in the 

year 735 A.D. 

For centuries this 

prayer has been 

used as believers 

celebrate Jesus’ 

victorious 

Ascension.   
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Jesus answered 

the disciples’ 

misguided 

question about 

power by giving 

the Church its 

focus for all time 

— we witness 

for Christ. With 

those clear 

orders before us, 

Jesus returned in 

triumph to his 

throne in heaven. 

 

 

FIRST LESSON     Acts 1:1-11 

In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began 

to do and to teach until the day he was taken up to heaven, after 

giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had 

chosen. After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave 

many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over 

a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. On one 

occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: 

“Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, 

which you have heard me speak about. For John baptized with water, 

but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 

So when they met together, they asked him, “Lord, are you at this 

time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 

He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the 

Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when 

the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a 

cloud hid him from their sight. 

They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when 

suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. “Men of 

Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This 

same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back 

in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” 
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HYMN  

 169 st. 1-2 | Alleluia! Sing to Jesus 
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SECOND LESSON   Ephesians 4:7-16 

But to each one of us grace has been given as Christ 

apportioned it. This is why it says: 

“When he ascended on high, 

he led captives in his train 

and gave gifts to men.” 

(What does “he ascended” mean except that he also descended 

to the lower, earthly regions? He who descended is the very one who 

ascended higher than all the heavens, in order to fill the whole 

universe.) It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be 

prophets, some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and 

teachers, to prepare God’s people for works of service, so that the 

body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and 

in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to 

the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 

Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the 

waves, and blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by 

the cunning and craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. Instead, 

speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who 

is the Head, that is, Christ. From him the whole body, joined and held 

together by every supporting ligament, grows and builds itself up in 

love, as each part does its work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Christ, by his life 

and death, by his 

resurrection and 

ascension, has 

won for himself a 

Church. All of its 

members alike 

have been 

redeemed from 

sin and death 

and hell.  
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HYMN   

 169 st. 3 | Alleluia! Sing to Jesus 
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The Scriptures 

had been 

fulfilled. 

Humankind had 

been redeemed. 

Death had been 

conquered and 

the King was 

going home. 

Now begins the 

work of carrying 

the message of 

Christ’s victory to 

the ends of the 

earth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 PLEASE STAND 

 
GOSPEL LESSON Luke 24:44-53 

He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: 

Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of 

Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 

Then he opened their minds so they could understand the 

Scriptures. He told them, “This is what is written: The Christ will suffer 

and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance and 

forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, 

beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. I am going 

to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until 

you have been clothed with power from on high.” 

When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up 

his hands and blessed them. While he was blessing them, he left them 

and was taken up into heaven. Then they worshiped him and returned 

to Jerusalem with great joy. And they stayed continually at the temple, 

praising God. 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 

 

 

 
 PLEASE BE SEATED 
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Note that the 

author of this 

great Ascension 

hymn is the 

same man, the 

Venerable Bede, 

who wrote the 

Prayer of the 

Day that is used 

for Ascension 

Day worship.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                                                                 

171 st. 1-5 | A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing 
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SERMON   Luke 24:50-52 and Acts 1:7-8 

 Joyfully Built on Christ 

 
PLEASE STAND 

 
CONFESSION OF FAITH                                        Nicene Creed 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of 

heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one 

being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For 

us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was 

incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became 

fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 

Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he 

rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended 

into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He 

will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and 

his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who 

proceeds from the Father and the Son, who in unity with the 

Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, who has 

spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 

Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism 

for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the 

dead and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Creed 

is filled 

with profound 

statements about 

God and what he 

has done to save 

us. As you say 

these words, let 

the words 

comfort you and 

remind you of 

the most sacred 

truth in the 

world—the 

Triune God has 

saved you! 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

 Spoken by the Minister. 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

M: Hear us, Lord, as we pray in Jesus’ name. 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 

trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

THE SACRAMENT 
 

THE PREFACE 

M: The Lord be with you. 

 

 

 

 

M: Lift up your hearts. 

 

 

 

 

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This section of 

the liturgy is one 

of the most 

ancient parts of 

the liturgy of the 

Christian Church. 

The second 

response is 

called the 

“Sursum 

Corda” (“Lift up 

your hearts” 

in Latin). It 

comes from 

Lamentations 

3:41 and Psalm 

86:4. The final 

response is one 

of thanksgiving. 

As Jesus gave 

thanks before 

instituting the 

Lord’s Supper, 

we also 

give thanks as 

we prepare to 

receive his grace. 
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M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he 

has blessed us with every spiritual blessing. He raised Christ from 

the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realm 

and placed all things under his feet for the benefit of the Church. 

Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of 

our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the 

throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and 

glory for ever and ever. 

 
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY - Sanctus    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This song is 

based on Isaiah’s 

vision into 

heaven that is 

recorded in  

Isaiah 6. Isaiah 

saw Jesus’ glory 

(John 12:41). 

We too see 

Jesus’ glory in his 

grace that 

provides us 

with the 

forgiveness 

of sins. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

 Spoken by the Minister, followed by: 

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 

 

 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD - Agnus Dei 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 PLEASE BE SEATED 

 

 

 

 

 

We have 

reached the high 

point in the 

service! We are 

ready for the 

holy feast 

that gives us 

forgiveness of 

sins. Jesus’ words 

remind us of the 

power of this 

Sacrament. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This ancient song 

text is based on 

John the Baptist’s 

proclamation 

that Jesus is “the 

Lamb of God 

who takes 

away the sin 

of the world”  

(John 1:29). 
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DISTRIBUTION 

The Bible teaches that the Lord’s Supper is an expression of 

spiritual unity. Therefore, we practice “close communion” at 

Good Shepherd’s. If you are a member of a WELS or ELS 

congregation, we invite you to take the Lord’s Supper with us; if 

you are not, please speak to one of our pastors after the service 

so that he can explain our practice in more detail.  

 
DISTRIBUTION HYMN   

558 | Christ High-Ascended 
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 PLEASE STAND 

 
COMMUNION BLESSING 

 Spoken by the Minister. 

 
THANK THE LORD 
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CLOSING PRAYER AND BENEDICTION 

M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have 

praised you here may glorify you in the world, that the eyes which 

have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming again, 

and that all who have received in his true body and blood the 

pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy 

life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

 

 

 

 

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one 

another. Serve the Lord with gladness.   

 The LORD bless you and keep you. 

 The LORD make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

 The LORD look on you with favor and give you peace. 

 

 

 

 

 
 PLEASE BE SEATED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Benediction 

is the Word of 

God—given by 

God for the 

Old Testament 

priests. The 

same God 

promises to 

bless you! 
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CLOSING HYMN                                                                   

 173 st. 1 and 3 | On Christ’s  Ascension I Now Build 
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Offering plates are available by the doors.  

Please wait for an usher to dismiss your row. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

Text of hymn 558 ©1984 by Hope Publications Co. | All other hymn texts and 

tunes are public domain | Song of Praise, Kyrie, and Preface tunes ©1993 Kurt J. 

Eggert. | Holy, Holy, Holy and O Christ, Lamb of God tunes ©1991 David Schack. | 

Thank the Lord tune ©1978 Richard Hillert. | Music reprinted with permission 

under ONE LICENSE #A-716451. All rights reserved. | Scripture Lessons taken 

from Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV® Copyright ©1973, 1978, 

1984, by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan Publishing 

House. All rights reserved. 

SERVING THIS WEEK 

Presiding Minister           Pastor Joshua Zarling 

Preacher                          Pastor Tim Wempner 

Communion Assistant     Nate Klusmeyer 

Worship Accompanist     Hannah Loper (Sunday) 

 Marie Froman (Monday) 

7:45 a.m. Ushers  Matt Wenzel and Paul Wolfgramm 

9:15 a.m. Ushers  Scott Kuehn and Sabin Scherzberg 

10:45 a.m. Ushers  Mark Beine and Geoff Loper 

Monday Usher  Matt Young  
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CALENDAR 
(also on www.GoodShepherds.net) 

Sunday (May 9) 7:45, 9:15, 10:45am Worship Services (Communion)  

 9:15am Sunday School and Adult Bible Study  

Monday (May 10) 6:30pm Worship Service (Communion) 

Tuesday (May 11) 8:30am Work Crew 

Wednesday (May 12)  1:00pm Brew and Bible 

 5:30pm Board of Stewardship Meeting 

 6:30pm Coordinating Board 

 7:00pm Choir Practice 

Thursday (May 13) 7:00am Faculty Meeting 

 11:00am Senior Bible Study 

 7:00pm Adult Bible Study 

Friday (May 14) 6:00pm Fellowship Event 

Sunday (May 16)  7:45, 9:15, 10:45am  Worship Services  

 9:15am Adult Bible Study and Sunday School 

Monday (May 17) 6:30pm Worship Service  

Tuesday (May 18) 8:30am Work Crew 

 

 

Attendance Last Sunday: 195 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Arbor Day  — Thank you to everyone who came to help spruce up the church 

and school property on Saturday!  

Choir is back! Practices will be on Wednesdays at 7:00pm. Everyone is invited 

to join. Anika Ratzburg is directing the choir. If you have questions about 

choir, you can reach her at 916-837-1996 or a.ratzburg17@gmail.com. 

Fellowship Event, Friday, May 14 — We will have a fellowship get-together at 

church beginning at 6:00pm THIS Friday, May 14. This is a bring-your-own-

everything event (chairs, food, drink). We will meet in the church parking 

lot. Grills will be provided. We will also have cornhole and any other 

outdoor games we can find. For those who would like to, you can bring a 

dish to share, but that is not expected of anyone. The simple goal is to get 

together with each other and enjoy some time talking and playing a few 

games. Everyone is invited! 

Midweek Bible Class Topic — This month on Wednesdays at 1:00pm and 

Thursdays at 7:00pm we will study The Hard Sayings of Jesus. A number of 

things that Jesus said are challenging to understand. In this Bible Class, we 

will consider these and seek to grow in our understanding of God’s Word. 

VBS Dates — VBS will be June 22-25 this year. We are working with Woodlawn 

Lutheran Church and Jordan Lutheran Church. Woodlawn will be hosting 

this joint effort. It will take place in the evenings from 6:00-7:30pm. 

Registration materials and volunteer opportunities will be shared in the 

future. 

Flowers were placed on the altar to the glory of God In celebration 

of Noah Hochmuth’s 4
th

 birthday by his parents, Tim and 

Jessica Hochmuth. 
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Jim Hussman Retirement —  Our former principal, Jim Hussman, will be 

retiring at the end of this school year. St. Paul’s in Algoma will be 

celebrating his ministry on May 23 and you are invited to attend. The 

service begins at 9:00am with a reception following. Congratulations may 

be sent to St. Paul’s School at 1115 Division St., Algoma, WI 54201.   

For a DVD of today’s service please contact the church office.  

 
DEVOTIONS 

Time of Grace can be seen Sundays at 10:30am on channel 58, CBS; 7:00am on 

channel 41, ME-TV; on Saturdays at 12:00 am on channel 4, NBC. 

Daily Devotions — Sign up to receive devotions by email at wels.net/

servingyou/devotions. 

Issues of Meditations and Forward in Christ are in the rack in the back of 

church. If you wish to donate to the cost, place your gift in the box beneath 

the rack. Our cost for Meditations is $3.50, and $1.50 for Forward in Christ. 
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SERVING NEXT WEEK  

Cleaning Team   Team 1 (5/9 – 5/15): Mark and Amy Kuether, Bill Potter, 

Heidi Nelson, Pat and Kim Schultz 

7:45 a.m. Ushers Genaro Castro and Craig Niermann 

9:15 a.m. Ushers Chris Hein, Andrew Mielke, and Sean Wiltsay 

10:45 a.m. Ushers Marion Bernoteit and Debby Vaccarella 

Monday Usher Pat Zabrowski 
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Good Shepherd’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

1235 S. 100
th

 Street 

West Allis, Wisconsin 53214 

 

www.goodshepherds.net 

 

Timothy Wempner, Pastor .................twempner@goodshepherds.net. ......... 414-774-1184 

Joshua Zarling, Pastor ..........................jzarling@goodshepherds.net ................ 414-774-1184 

Linda Veldman, Church Secretary ...church@goodshepherds.net ................. 414-774-1184 

Michael Henning, Principal ................mhenning@goodshepherds.net .......... 414-774-1184, ext. 202 

Jes Woller, School Secretary ..............school@goodshepherds.net ................. 414-774-1184 

Shelly Nardi, Early Childcare ..............childcare@goodshepherds.net ............ 414-774-1184 

Gary Schmid, Cong. President ..........Gary.Schmid@wlc.edu ............................. 414-333-6732 

School Fax  .......................................................................................................................... 414-443-9947 


